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Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
Tuesday 30th June is the final day of our 2020 academic year.  A very different year that has 
presented a lot of challenges for all of us.  Usually, the month of June is full of events and 
activities for all our pupils. Unfortunately, this was not possible this year.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to pay tribute to our school leavers who have done so 
well at adapting to this difficult situation and also completing their qualifications under the 
circumstances. The way their school career is ending seems unfair and we are particularly 
sorry we cannot celebrate it all together. Although from a distance, our staff are working 
hard to provide resources with memories of their time in Longstone and we are hoping that 
they will be able to visit us in the new academic year.  On behalf of everyone in Longstone, I 
would like to wish all our school leavers a happy and successful future. We will miss you. 
 
Over the last few weeks, I am sure you have been hearing different scenarios about what 
the new academic year will look like. The Mainstream Primary and Post Primary guidance 
for Schools starting in the next academic year was published last week.  Although some 
aspects will apply to us, we are expecting a separate guidance for Special Schools by the end 
of June. Once this is published, our Senior Management Team in consultation with our 
Board of Governors will start making the appropriate arrangements for the next academic 
year and we will keep you informed over the summer.  We will also be in touch to provide 
you with information about your child’s new class/teacher, uniforms etc. Finally, as I have 
already mentioned in a previous letter, your child’s final report will be sent to you via post 
before the end of this month. 
 
As June the 30th marks the end of this academic year there will not be new online 
work/resources for pupils via SeeSaw (Nursery/Primary) or Google classroom (Secondary) 
after that date. However, you can continue using the resources already uploaded, or the 
ones provided on our website. In the future, we will continue using these platforms in 
different ways, even in the case that all children are back in the school building full time. We 
hope this day will come sooner rather than later. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude to all our staff who have shown 
great flexibility and ability to adapt their methods of teaching and communication during 
this difficult time. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank all our parents/guardians for their support over the last few 
months. Nobody could have prepared you for this. Not all children learn at the same pace or 
with the same methods and I am sure you have all tried your best. All our children are 
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different and we value their individuality even though it’s difficult to provide the 
differentiation we usually do from a distance.  
 
I hope that you all take time to relax and enjoy some downtime together. Please say hello to 
the children from everyone in Longstone. We wish you a great summer break and if you 
have any questions please email us at info@longstone.belfast.ni.sch.uk  
 
Sincerely Yours, 

 
 
Ioannis Skarmoutsos (Principal, Longstone School) 
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